
LOVE AND LIVING FOR OTHERS 

John 10:11-18 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu once said, "When a chap is in love, he will go out in all kinds of 

weather to keep an appointment with his beloved. Love can be demanding; in fact, more 

demanding than law. It has its own imperatives. Think of a mother sitting by the bedside of a 

sick child through the night, impelled only by love. Nothing is too much trouble for love."  Jesus 

makes it clear as he draws near the cross that his motivation is love. He is choosing to make this 

sacrifice. He is choosing to be faithful to what God has put before him. 

There is a tale that in the first century a man came to Tertullian, a father in the early church. And 

in trying to justify some compromises the man had felt he had to make, commented, "I have to 

live, don't I?" to which Tertullian is reported to have said, "Do you?" The challenge is to focus 

away from self and to others, to ask where our real values are-survival only or living so as to 

make a difference. 

Leo Tolstoy said, "The only certain happiness in life is to live for others." It is when we see the 

world with a larger level than self. It is when we become concerned with others that we find the 

depth of God's love for our lives. 
 

God bless,  

Pastor Barbara  


