
EVEN THE GREAT BELIEVERS DOUBT 

John 20:19-31 

Most Christians think the great believers of the faith never doubted. They know about 
the faith of the famous Christian leaders, but not about their inner struggles. One 
Christian leader at the turn of the century wrote in his autobiography: "My religious faith 
remains in possession of the field only after prolonged civil war with my naturally 
skeptical mind." The Scottish reformer, John Knox, wrote of a time when his soul knew 
"anger, wrath and indignation, which is conceived against God, calling all his promises 
in doubt." Read the diary of Increase Mather, one of the great Puritan leaders, and find 
this entry: "Greatly molested with temptations to atheism." 

We sing Martin Luther's great hymn, "A mighty fortress is our God," and we suppose he 
never questioned his faith, but he once wrote, "For more than a week, Christ was wholly 
lost. I was shaken by desperation and blasphemy against God." 

In today's Scripture passage we find that kind of faith-struggle even among one of the 
twelve disciples, Thomas. Here's a man who seems to me to be a disciple for a time like 
this because we live in an age that questions everything. Perhaps we can learn 
something from Thomas about how to handle our questions and doubts. 
 

WE serve a risen Savior that meets us in our doubts and offers us peace. Give Jesus 

your struggles and rest in his ever-lasting arms. 

God bless,  
Pastor Barbara 


