PRAISE THE LORD!
LUKE 24:44-53

A Christian salesman was in a strange town over the weekend, so on Sunday morning he went to
the church closest to his hotel. He noticed that the worship was a little different but soon became
so inspired by the sermon that at one point he just couldn’t control himself and shouted aloud,
"Hallelujah!" as he had been accustomed to doing in his home church.

Not noticing the stares of his fellow worshipers, he shouted, "Praise the Lord!" when another
stirring sentence came along. After this second outburst, an usher came forward, tapped the man
on the shoulder, and whispered sternly, "Nobody can praise the Lord in this church!"

A Christian should be a Hallelujah from head to toe. Long faces, stooped shoulders, the
downward glance are products of a life foreign to Christianity. Much of the church must begin to
realize that Christianity is more than breast beating and pious pretense.

At Pentecost, spirit came into the church. POW! The Holy Spirit arrived in full power. God
rocked that band of fearful, squeaky, sometime-followers right out of their inactivity. Out they
came from behind locked doors - right into the streets - telling about Jesus.

The placenta was now broken, the labor subsided, and the church was born. Peter and John stood
in the marketplace telling everyone who would listen that Jesus was the Lord. And nobody and
nothing except death itself could quiet them.

Hey Christians, listen! Our God is a happening God. He belongs to the living present, the passing
moment, the now. His powerful Spirit wants to make its impact upon our lives. God wants to
happen in us.

Let him in and your whole being will "Praise the Lord!"

God bless,
Pastor Barbara



