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GADDIS GAZETTE
C A RO LY N ’ S D E S K , I N K .
LOVE

I have

always heard and often thought, probably due to St. Paul, that
love is gentle and kind. It is endlessly patient, doesn’t ever think harsh
thoughts, and you know the rest. I have always thought of Jesus as loving
and kind, compassionate and a good friend, maybe more than a friend,
with an eternal, divine love that shines through the darkness and lights
up—well, you know what I mean.
I remember that when the rich young ruler/man came to ask Jesus
how to inherit eternal life but couldn’t handle the requirement to sell what
he had and give to the poor, Jesus looked on him with love as he walked
away. I also remember that Jesus didn’t call him back and offer another
way, an easier way, a way more to the young man’s liking.
His love wasn’t easy, it was firm. It was firm enough to allow one to
turn away, to challenge the establishment, to be angry, to weep when his
friend Lazarus lay in his tomb.
It was an odd kind of love, to our way of thinking, including all of humankind and yet, not insisting that all should love him. Matthew 5 points
out how odd this love is:
38

43

You have heard that it was said, An eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth.[e]39 But I say to you that you must not oppose those who want
to hurt you. If people slap you on your right cheek, you must turn
the left cheek to them as well. 40 When they wish to haul you to
court and take your shirt, let them have your coat too.41 When they
force you to go one mile, go with them two. 42 Give to those who
ask, and don’t refuse those who wish to borrow from you.
You have heard that it was said, You must love your neighbor[f] and hate
your enemy. 44 But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for
those who harass you45 so that you will be acting as children of your
Father who is in heaven. He makes the sun rise on both the evil and
the good and sends rain on both the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love only those who love you, what reward do you
have? Don’t even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet
only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing? Don’t
even the Gentiles do the same? 48 Therefore, just as your heavenly
Father is complete in showing love to everyone, so also you must
be complete.

To my mind, Matthew must have been a tough old bird. A former tax
collector, a man used to finding out what people had and how much they
stashed away, a man of facts and of ‘embellishments’ but, he didn’t embellish here. Basically, “Quit pussy footing around and take the upper hand.
Show love first, love that isn’t soft and squishy, but love that stands up to
the demands of those who don’t love in return and never will.” (That’s a
Carolyn translation.)
continued on page 5
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Betty Johnson

FOR OUR MEMBERS IN
Nina Louise Nye
ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES
OR HOMEBOUND

Don Durden
John Bohnert
Gail Glover
Victor Lesh
Annabelle Lindner
Wynne Whitworth
Mark Heerema
Nina Nye
Mercedes Ellis
Kathy Martinez
LaDawn Shryer
Fred Collins

02/06 Bill Whitworth
02/09 Helen Johnson
02/11 Carol Rich
02/12
02/12
02/15
02/17
02/18
02/20
02/22
02/22
02/23

Vonnie Clubb

02/23
02/24
02/25

FIN AN CE
General Fund
Budget
Income $ 19,515
Expense $ 21,786
Actual
Income $ 23,068
Expense $ 17,360

Esther Stulting

NE W S

Month Ending Dec 31, 2018
Permanent Endowment Fund
$ 45,254
General Savings
$ 56,640
General Funds
$ 59,750

Trustees Capital
$ 22,022
Parsonage Funds
$ 50
Bell Tower
$ 8,715

$5,708








SPECIAL EVENTS

Prayer Team
 Christian Education
Women’s Prayer B’fast
Committee, Finance,
Tuesdays at 9:00am
Feb 2, 8:00 am
Technology, SPRC, and
Women’s Bible Study TBA
Office Closed
Trustees—see Ad
Hand Bells TBA
Friday Feb 15
Council
Choir Wednesdays 6 pm  Lunch Bunch - Feb 12
Church in the Park
Admin Council - Feb 18
at 11:30 am
Sunday, Feb 17, 4 pm
6:00 pm
 Newsletter Deadline Emmaus Reunion
Admin Staff - TBA
Feb 18
Feb 7th 10 am
Outreach Committee—Feb
Feb 21th 10 am
10 @ 11:15 am
Clarice Brown Memorial
Saturday Feb 23
10 am Visitation
11 am Service
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WE DID IT! Gaddis UMC is certified by
Safe Gatherings!
Thank you to all of you who have done
the training.
Safe Gatherings partners with the
Rio Texas Annual Conference in the process of certifying congregations, staff,
and volunteers in our Trusted con Confianza child, youth, and adult safety program. Safe Gatherings
recognizes churches that have demonstrated a sincere commitment to the program. Congregations are selected based
on the number or percentage of people certified through the
program and will receive special window clings so members
and guests can be made aware of the church's commitment
to the safety of children, youth, and vulnerable adults.
Even though we received this notice, we still have a way
to go before being totally compliant with the Conference. We
need everyone who is on the Admin Council and have not
finished the certification to step up and finish their certificate
as soon as they are able. It is for the good of the church and
the Conference that we do this. The training is very good and
informative. You will not be sorry that you sacrificed the time
to accomplish this worthy goal. Please work on it.

Sunday, Feb 17th at 4 pm.
We’re reaching out to families that don’t
have a church.
We need you and your smiles and welcoming hugs.
Here’s what we’re doing:
Spreading the word and inviting all interested folks to come and meet the nice
people of Gaddis UMC.
We’ll be handing out flyers about coming worship and events.
Welcoming and getting to know folks.
Celebrating Holy Communion with all.
Worshiping God in a new setting.

Every Tuesday at 7:00am, men of Gaddis meet in fellowship
in the Narthex of the church. Our conversations start a little
after 7 and continue throughout breakfast. We begin with a
devotional and reading, and end with prayer.
All are Welcome and Encouraged to come, and see and talk.
The Gaddis Women’s Bible Study group meets on
Tuesday’s at 10:00 am in the office conference room. This
is a very worthwhile study group and very open to new
ideas and thought. All who are interested are encouraged
to come and see for themselves. You need not ask permission, simply show up and introduce yourself. You have
a ton of knowledge awaiting you. Now you have the key
to the future of your knowledge...our studies are continuous and open for anyone to join. Please come and see.

Gaddis Lunch Bunch:

We are back in business!!! We

will meet for lunch on Tuesday, February 12th at 11:30 am at the
new Food For The Soul Bistro on Front Street in Comfort. Please
RSVP to Sally Clogston 830-995-2587
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continued from page 2
He also tells us to heal the sick, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and the “us” is us, not someone
else. We feed the sick in many ways, sometimes in foolish ways. I remember a story that took place in
Austin I think, quite a few years ago. It could be the person who told me was from Austin, I don’t know.
A disparate group of people chose to feed the hungry, someplace like under a highway bridge. One
group was Christians, another atheists. When the sandwiches were gathered, the holy peanut butter and
jelly were in abundance, as were the ham and chicken and roast beef sandwiches provided by the nonChristians.
We’re not called to a so-so love, but to a holy, complete love, one that will change the world.
Hmmmm. Are we there, yet?

That holy and complete love is shown by simple and complicated acts. It is as simple as feeding
the hungry hot meals and real food, and as complicated as standing up for the marginalized, trusting in
Jesus to make our efforts holy. We are enough, we have enough, we know enough. We don’t need to
wait until Jesus has perfected us, but we need to move into wholehearted, firm love and we will find that
we are perfected.
PS. A long note on perfection from United Methodist pastor Charlie Baber at his site “The Wesley Brothers”:
Christians aren’t perfect, just forgiven.” Cute bumper sticker…and it serves a purpose – Christians don’t
think they’re better than others, we simply want the world to find the same love and forgiveness
we have experienced. We realize we’re all equally made in God’s image, all equally sinners, and
all equally welcomed into the kingdom because Christ died for all equally. John Wesley got a lot of
flack in his day for insisting that Christian perfection is actually supposed to be a thing. Even still,
you start talking about Christian perfection, even in Wesleyan circles, and it’s like you’ve gone
nuts.
That’s because we hear “perfect” and think it means a final state of being, with no room for further
growth. Many reject this word for Christians (Martin Luther included) because it sounds as if we’re
arguing that Christians will never make mistakes, that we become so like God that we don’t need
God anymore. This is a more Western understanding of the word, but in the Eastern
Church, perfection is a process. The Greek word in scripture is teleios, meaning “whole, complete,
mature, grown-up, perfect.” When Jesus says in Matthew 5:48 “Be perfect, therefore, as your
heavenly father is perfect,” he doesn’t mean – be God, so much as love the way God loves.

Blessings, Carolyn
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LOVE EVERYONE?
During our first year of marriage, Joy and I studied at the Ruhr University in Germany. We were part
of a large, diverse foreign-student population. Men and women from Iran, Iraq, Argentina, Ethiopia, and
Japan majored in engineering, computer programming, literature, and philosophy. By far the largest
group came from China.
The office responsible for exchange students arranged regular, heavily subsidized bus trips to other
parts of Germany and to other countries in the European Union. The university’s aim was to encourage
international understanding of and relationships with Europe. Secondarily, these trips fostered community among the foreign students.
On one of our excursions, Joy and I sat across from a young Chinese woman whom we had come to
know. She asked, “How can you Christians love everyone? I love my family. I will take care of my children as they grow up and my parents as they grow old. But there are billions of people. What do you
mean you love them all?”
Our friend wasn’t challenging us or calling our faith into question. She was genuinely curious about
how we would live out a faith that makes such a bold claim: We will love everyone. No exceptions. No
prerequisites.
And we don’t mince words about it. We sing it boldly. “They will know we are Christians by our love,
by our love.” Love is not one thing among many that Christians might or might not do, like cross themselves or genuflect or eat fish on Friday. To follow Jesus is to love like Jesus.
So Jesus spent his earthly ministry teaching people what love is. Or, more precisely, Jesus showed
us who love is. God is love (1 John 4:8b), and Jesus is love in the flesh.
What Jesus does in the flesh shows us what love is. Love is no mere affection. It is the creative,
transforming power of God.
John’s Gospel culminates in the Passion and Resurrection of Jesus. But in the earlier chapters of
the Gospel we read pointed lessons about the nature of love. These lessons gradually prepare us to experience the full impact of the cross and the empty tomb. Listen to the Gospel’s familiar opening phrase.
“In the beginning was the Word.” The Greek words translated “in the beginning” mean at the root of
things. At the bottom of things. At the very core of things.
Everything that is, was, or will be owes its existence to God’s love. And it’s not that God made a
bunch of stuff and then stepped back to admire the handiwork. Everything depends upon God at every
single instant.
Each honeysuckle vine, white pelican, chubby baby, and grumpy old bulldog would tumble into the
abyss of nothingness if God ceased even for a nanosecond pouring love into it. It would be like unplugging an electric appliance.
The mere existence of all the animals and plants, of all the oceans and stars, planets and rock formations, is a sign that God’s love is actively present. Creating. Sustaining. Making something happen.
For the rest of eleven chapters, John recounts seven signs of God’s love. The very first of those happens at Cana of Galilee. Along with his mom and his traveling companions, Jesus turns up at a wedding
where the wine runs out. At the urging of his mother, Jesus turns several huge jugs of water into wine.
And I mean the really good stuff. (John 2:1-11)
The sign is a showing, a revelation, of God as love. God’s presence transfigures things. In some ways,
we’ve grown so accustomed to God’s transforming power that we take it for granted or think of it as
merely natural. Caterpillars turn to butterflies. A child grows in a woman’s womb. Bare winter branches
yield spring blossoms.
Other holy changes might more ably grab our attention. Parents forgive their child’s murderer. Heroin addicts get sober.
continued on page 7
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continued from page 6
None of this is solely human achievement, luck of the draw, or brute natural law. This is God’s love
working itself out.
When Christians say that we will love everyone, we’re admitting to an infinite desire even though we are
finite beings. We yearn to have God’s love work itself out through us, to be signs of a loving God in a
messy world.
God can make water into wine through us. God’s love can make strangers into friends, fear into compassion, resentment into reconciliation. When the hungry are fed, the homeless are sheltered, and the sick
receive treatment, God’s love reveals itself.
In this life you and I will not love perfectly, but our imperfections do not prevent God’s love from showing
through. After all, a crummy stable and a cruel cross served as signs of God’s love. So, too, can our own
fumbling attempts to love what God loves as God loves it.
To follow Jesus is to be an imperfect sign of God’s perfect love. They will know we are Christians by our
messy love.
By Jake Owensby, from Ministry Matters

SOME LOVE QUOTES FOR YOU TO USE ON VALENTINE’S DAY
"Love is the answer, and you know that for sure. Love is a flower, you've got to let it grow." - John Lennon
"Being deeply loved by someone gives you strength, while loving someone deeply gives you courage." Lao Tzu
"You can't blame gravity for falling in love." - Albert Einstein
"All you need is love. But a little chocolate now and then doesn't hurt." - Charles M. Schulz
"Love is friendship that has caught fire." - Ann Landers
"Love isn't something you find. Love is something that finds you." - Loretta Young
"True love stories never have endings." - Richard Bach
"The best thing to hold onto in life is each other." - Audrey Hepburn
"Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in
evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love
never fails." - 1 Corinthians 13:4-8
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NOUWEN ON LOVE
Often we speak about love as if it is a feeling. But if we wait for a feeling of love before loving, we may
never learn to love well. The feeling of love is beautiful and life-giving, but our loving cannot be based in
that feeling. To love is to think, speak, and act according to the spiritual knowledge that we are infinitely
loved by God and called to make that love visible in this world.
Mostly we know what the loving thing to do is. When we “do” love, even if others are not able to respond with love, we will discover that our feelings catch up with our acts.

BUECHNER ON LOVE
The first stage is to believe that there is only one kind of love. The middle stage is to believe that
there are many kinds of love and that the Greeks had a different word for each of them. The last stage
is to believe that there is only one kind of love.
The unabashederosof lovers, the sympatheticphiliaof friends,agapegiving itself away freely no less
for the murderer than for the victim (the King James Version translates it as "charity")-these are all varied manifestations of a single reality. To lose yourself in another's arms, or in another's company, or in
suffering for all who suffer, including the ones who inflict suffering upon you-to lose yourself in such
ways is to find yourself. Is what it's all about. Is what love is.
Of all powers, love is the most powerful and the most powerless. It is the most powerful because it
alone can conquer that final and most impregnable stronghold that is the human heart. It is the most
powerless because it can do nothing except by consent.
To say that love is God is romantic idealism. To say that God is love is either the last straw or the
ultimate truth.
In the Christian sense, love is not primarily an emotion, but an act of the will. When Jesus tells us to
love our neighbors, he is not telling us to love them in the sense of responding to them with a cozy
emotional feeling. You can as easily produce a cozy emotional feeling on demand as you can a yawn
or a sneeze. On the contrary, he is telling us to love our neighbors in the sense of being willing to work
for their well-being even if it means sacrificing our own well-being to that end, even if it means sometimes just leaving them alone. Thus in Jesus' terms, we can love our neighbors without necessarily liking them. In fact liking them may stand in the way of loving them by making us overprotective sentimentalists instead of reasonably honest friends.
When Jesus talked to the Pharisees, he didn't say, "There, there. Everything's going to be all right."
He said, "You brood of vipers! how can you speak good, when you are evil!" (Matthew 12:34). And he
said that to them because he loved them.
This does not mean that liking may not be a part of loving, only that it doesn't have to be. Sometimes liking follows on the heels of loving. It is hard to work for people's well-being very long without
coming in the end to rather like them too.
By Frederick Buechner
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Revitalization

The effort to begin outreach to the Comfort community with worship and praise.
On December 16 we began the outreach effort in Comfort by offering a special “Church in the Park”
Christmas Service. Thank you for turning out for that service. Although we had several people attend, our
goal for ten new people was not met. Since it was our first attempt and a real learning experience, we
were not dismayed by the results and plan to do another special “Church in the Park” service on January
20, 2019 at 4:00 pm. We have rented the Park from the Comfort Chamber of Commerce and plan to hold
the service, rain or shine, for all who are interested in attending. That is where you, the members of Gaddis, come in.
This is an effort for the whole church to participate in. Gaddis Church is participating in a Conference
-wide project of revitalization for churches of our size who are seeing a decline in worship attendance.
That’s us folks. As our worshiping community continues to decline due to age or to other factors, we
find that our ministry opportunities are decreasing. Maybe you’ve done something like this before and you
don’t want to be a part of something new again. We all have to decide.
Our goal is still to increase our worship attendance by 10, and that increase may not be on Sunday mornings. It may be off campus, in town. We plan to hold a monthly service downtown, somewhere, and we
need your physical and financial support. The park is the easiest venue, but it’s an outdoor type facility
so we are looking and talking with local venues.
Chuck Converse and Melissa Busbee are our representatives in this effort. Talk to them about how
you can participate. Our musicians are on board. The pastor is on board. Come on and get on board
with us.
On the next page, you will see a note of appreciation from our Bishop for our participation in the Revitalization Program. As you can see from the note, this is a program being taken seriously by the Conference and requires a like attitude from us to ensure its success. We are counting on you.
Blessings, Carolyn

MISSIONS MINISTRY
The Mission Team ended the year with the delivery of gift baskets to our shut ins. Thanks to Graham,
Mary Ann, and Brian Ward, Jay and Karen Stovall and Mary Wilson for your dedicated deliveries.
It’s time to clean our your closets in preparation for the annual clothing drive. Again, the truck will be
picking up gently used clothing to be given to people affected by disasters. Time and again we have
seen the positive effects of this ministry during floods, explosions, tornadoes, and other disasters. The
truck is loaded up with our donated clothing from the warehouse and on the road to help victims in a matter of hours. The most current pick up information I have received will be during the month of March. If
you could bag your clothing and drop it off at the church during March, we will see that it is picked up.
We will be working on another Mission Sunday this spring to help our neighbors in Comfort with projects.
Thank you for your kind hearts and dedication, Susan Kobarg
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February Newsletter- Outreach Committee
Music in the Park- Work is under way getting this year’s
season started. 4 of the 6 bands have been booked and I
am working on filling those last two spots. There will probably be a meeting for the volunteers in early March. Stay
tuned.
Women’s Prayer Breakfast started off the year with a good
-sized gathering. We had
been quiet for
the last few months. Young Miss Sybil even joined the
group for her second visit. Our next breakfast will be Saturday, February 2nd, at 8 am in the Narthex. You can RSVP
to Karen Cooper at kcoopersart@gmail.com. All are welcome to come and see what it is all about and bring a friend
if you would like. We have had ladies from four different
churches there at one time. The more, the merrier.
We continue to serve at the ice cream social at the Golden Age Center. We
serve after a pot luck lunch that our volunteers are welcome at, starting about
11:30 am. Each month requires two volunteers. It takes less than an hour
but is lots of fun. The folks at the center are very thankful. The can’t even
imagine a celebration without ice cream. February will see the day change to
the second Thursday of the month. You don’t have to be a regular committee
member to serve if you want to share in the experience.
We shared our birthday celebration this last month with the New
Year’s dressed “Bills” and Mary Sansom’s Housewarming Shower.
There was plenty going on for sure. We serve a mixed chocolate
and white cake after service on the third Sunday of each month.
February’s celebration will be on the 17th. We have take-out containers if you want to take your piece home instead or take one to a
loved one that could not make it to church. If you have not told the
church when your birthday is, please do so and we will get you on
the list.
We have been busy giving out visitor bags, a new member bag to the Tylers, who recently joined the
church, and Comfort bags to some of our homebound. Other homebound folks got assorted little treats
with their visit.
Our next Outreach Committee meeting is going to be on February 10 th, after service in the church. New
members are welcome.
Sally Clogston and Karen Stovall have agreed to maintain our phone tree to reach out to those in our
congregation who don’t get emailed messages about church happenings. If you want to be on the list
and aren’t yet, contact Dwight in the office
Submitted by Karen Cooper, Outreach Chair
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PS- some more notes.
February Rail Offering. A very worthy local cause:
The Comfort Pantry. Feeds and supplies a lot of folks
with nutrition and essentials.
Church in the Park is a new endeavor for Gaddis. We
will do a Church Service, February 17th at 4:00 pm in
Comfort Park. Of course earlier in the day, we will have
our regular service. This is our second service; let’s
make it a really big deal. Bring everyone you can.
February is a Valentine for All of Us.
"The minute I heard my first love story, I started looking
for you, not knowing how blind that was. Lovers don't
finally meet somewhere. They're in each other all
along." - Rumi. Many sentimental sayings exist about
Valentine’s Day and Love found and Love lost. But isn’t
it wonderful that our God came to earth in the form of
Love never to be found or lost but existing always for
all of us. Just think: Never been a time he didn’t love
you and say, “Be Mine, Dearest Valentine.”
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