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GADDIS GOOD NEWS 

Whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

Sunday Morning  Church Service ~ 10:00 AM 
with live streaming ~ 

connect to the service on the Gaddis Church website ~ www.gaddischurch.org 
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Ending a Hard Year 

 

Julien of Norwich lived from 1342-1416AD, which means she lived during a very traumatic 
time in European history. In her childhood, around the year 1348, her home country of Eng-
land was hit by something we now call the bubonic plague. During that time, historians esti-
mate that almost half of the population of England died of illness. Imagine what that must have 
been like – to grow up in a country that had been so thoroughly devastated by a plague. I can’t 
imagine being like Julien and growing up with so much faith, despite everything that had hap-
pened to her country and to the world around her. That’s why, in really difficult seasons of life, 
Julien of Norwich is someone I hold very close to my heart. 

 

We know almost nothing about Julien of Norwich’s life. She lived as an “anchoress”. In other 
words, she was someone who’s entire life was spent in a small cottage that was attached to a 
church in the village of Norwich, England. She wasn’t allowed to leave, nor would she have 
wanted to. She truly “anchored” the life of the church by serving as a spiritual director for any-
one who visited her small house and spending her days in almost constant prayer. However, at 
some point in her life, probably around the year 1373, she received incredible visions of Jesus 
that came to her in the midst of a life-threatening illness. When she recovered and wrote down 
her account of the visions, she not only authored a classic text on Christian spirituality, but she 
also became the first known female author of a book in the English language.  

 

In her book, Revelations of Divine Love, Julien offers incredible insights into her visions of Je-
sus and provides many lessons that apply to us, even today. Life changing quotes and powerful 
testimonies are scattered throughout Revelations of Divine Love, but there is one quote that 
resonates for me more than any other. During an encounter with Christ, Julien wonders aloud 
why humanity must deal with sin and evil because, in her eyes, if we could be rid of those, 
then everything in the world would be ok. And then the most incredible thing happens: Jesus 
hears her plea and responds by saying: “It was necessary that there should be sin; but all shall 
be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well.” These words, Julien says, 
“were said most tenderly, showing no manner of blame to me nor to any who shall be saved.”  

 

I find such comfort in these words. I find such comfort in the way that Jesus says them. In the 
wake of a year that has been so difficult for so many people, it is powerful to simply remember 
that “all shall be well…all manner of things shall be well.” And during this time of year, as we 
celebrate gratitude and the coming of Christ into human time and space – we remember why 
all things shall be well. Not because of anything we have done, or anything that we have to do. 
No…all manner of things shall be well, because God loved us so much that he sent his Son to 
dwell amongst us. By becoming human, Jesus takes everything that it is to be human – all of 
our sin, our brokenness, our pain, and our suffering, and he makes it well. That is the gift of 
Christ that we could never earn and never deserve. It is a gift of pure love and pure grace. And 
it is why we can faithfully declare, alongside Julien of Norwich, that “all manner of things 
shall be well.”  
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“Gaddis Cares” is a new program with the purpose of reaching people in the commu-
nity. A need was recognized that the residents in the Comfort Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion Center could use some attention which led to the idea of Gaddis Cares.  It is the 
hope of the Outreach Committee that this program will become more active in the 
community to spread the word of Jesus into the rest of Comfort.  Please consider vol-
unteering to help others and pray fervently that this mission will touch the hearts of 
many.   

Gaddis UMC is collaborating with Comfort Nursing and Rehabilitation Center to pro-
vide essential items for long-term care residents and aims to establish a visitation pro-
gram to address their needs.  There will be training sessions starting Thurs., Nov. 13, 
from 10:30 – 11:30am in the Church Sanctuary to prepare this group for working with 
individuals at Comfort Nursing and Rehab Center.  The first visitation to the Center 
will be Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025. 

Below is a list of items that GUMC would like to contribute on a regular basis.   These 
items would be stocked at Trinity and be distributed by members of the Comfort Nurs-
ing and Rehabilitation Center healthcare team. 

Resident room Kleenex boxes 
Hand sanitizer 
Calendars 
Notepads/pens 
Compression socks 
Reusable water bottles 
Prayer Shawls 
Other 

If you would like to sign up to be a part of this wonderful program, you may sign up at 
church (there is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex) or call Amy at the church office (830) 
995-3813.  Making people feel seen, heard, and appreciated is priceless! 

Thank you, 

Members of the Outreach Committee 

2025-2026 Schedule of Visits to Comfort Nursing & Rehab Home 

December 11, 2025 January 8, 2026 February 12, 2026 

March 12, 2026 April 9, 2026 May 14, 2026 

June 11, 2026 July 9, 2026 August 13, 2026 

September 10, 2026 October 8, 2026 November 12, 2026 

 December 10, 2026  
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

Oct. 1 Irene Morgan 

Oct. 7 Ruth Zoeller 

Oct. 9 Nancy Heerema 

Oct. 12 Teresa Chamberlain 

Oct. 15 Ed Weber 

Oct. 19 Anders Rincones 

Oct. 22 Sue Wilson 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

Nov. 1 Dwight Barnett 

Nov. 3 Virginia Milner 

Nov. 6 Graham Ward 

Nov. 8 Dorothea Booth 

Nov. 8 Margaret Morries 

Nov. 11 Katherine Bingham 

Nov. 17 Charles Converse 

Nov. 19 Margaret Edwards 

Nov. 21 Chris Adams 

Nov. 30 Dennis Wigginton 

 DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

Dec. 2 Bonnie Vernor 

Dec. 7 Bud Hughes 

Dec. 14 Beth Converse 

Dec. 18 Jo Childres 

Dec. 24 Patti Cox 

Dec. 30 Tina Bohnert 

Oct., Nov., Dec. 2025 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Oct. 10 Eddie & Leslie                                   
Ellis 

Oct. 15 Irene & Ron                                 
Morgan 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Nov. 16 Dalton Neill & Sandy                   

Dunn 

Nov. 20 John & Tina                               

Bohnert 

Nov. 24 Graham & Mary Ann                        

Ward 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Dec. 30 Robert & Terese                            

Chamberlain 

Dec. 31 Ed & Vicki                                      

Weber 
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The Family of David Fritzie 
Special prayers for the families of victims of the flood and 

those who are still helping with the recovery  

April Langston 
Bill & Bonnie Vernor 
Chris & Kim Adams 
Claudia Alldredge 
Curtis & Margaret Morries 
Dennis Wigginton 
Dorothea Booth 
Earl Cox & Patti 
Eddie Ellis 
Gail Glover 
Harriet & Don Kirchhoff 
Irene Morgan 
Jack & Sue Wilson 
Jay & Karen Stovall 
Jim & Judy Earls 
Kat Bingham 
Lois Duewall 
MaryAnn & Graham Ward 
Mike & Michel Elder 
Nancy Moorman 
Pastor Thomas 
Pat & Jo Childers 
Sue Wiedenfeld 
Vicki Weber 
Virginia Milner 

Ann Sprinkle 
Amy Lanterigne 
Azrael (2 yr old heart surgery) 
Berkley Dearman 
Bethany Buenteo 
Brent Jenkins 
Charles & Erin Dennis 
Dietert Family  
Ellie Wilemon 
Glenn LaPierre 
Gigi Johnson 
Janes Holdsworth 
Jayton Key 
Jean Adams 
Kaity Eden Schultz 
Laurie Adkins 
Martha Carol Stewart 
Nancy & Mark Heerema 
Pam Franklin 
Patty Bekke 
Pete Villarreal 
Ralph Trieber 
Rex Bourland 
Tom Childers 
Tom Paquet 
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PASS IT ON 
Hours: Friday & Saturday 12-4PM 

810 Ave A, Comfort ~  
behind the Comfort Post Office 

Pass It On is a wonderful resale shop where you can find unique 
items at extremely reasonable prices.  With the holidays coming up, 
here is a great place to find all your decorating needs for much lower 
prices than in retail shops.  The volunteers work very hard making 
sure that items are displayed beautifully.  If  you would like to volun-
teer, either stop by Pass It On or call the church office, (830) 995-
3813. 
Donations of  gently used household items and clothing are appreciated.  All proceeds go 
to fund scholarships for students in the Comfort area.   

Oct., Nov., Dec. 2025 

 “On My Way” by Amy Dee 
“Be Still and Know that I Am God” 

 My daddy had a small farm about 20 miles from my hometown where he had some cows.  
It was really his sanctuary after hard days with his patients.  People in the area called it Sun-
downer Farm because sundown was usually when he would show up on weekdays. 

Going to the farm was a real treat because my brother and I got to spend quality time with 
Daddy.  To get to the farm, there was the “high road”, the highway which was quicker, and the 
“low road” which was through the back country.  It was always a treat to take the low road be-
cause you could wave to the people who were out standing in their field.  There was also a ten-
dency to take your time and enjoy the ride.  It was a beautiful drive. 

 There is a similar “low road” drive from Bandera to Comfort and then back to Bandera - 
Elm Pass Road.  I love driving this route on the way back to Bandera on Sunday mornings 
when I can take my time.  One thing that I love about this road is that it reminds me of driving 
in other states - South Dakota, Wyoming, and Colorado.  I’m sure that there are other roads in 
other states that feel the same with the twists & turns, the hills & valleys, the trees, sparce 
houses dotted around the landscape.  You can relax your shoulders because you aren’t in a 
hurry and can just relax.  The scenery is spectacular and you can observe God’s handiwork up 
close and persona.  There is a sense of peace.  It is an excellent time to have a conversation 
with God - to thank Him for the beauty and for all of His gifts, to pray for friends and loved 
ones, to ask for guidance, or to just be still and know! 

 If you have never driven this road, I encourage you to take a leisurely drive in either direc-
tion or go one way, turn around, and come back the same way.  It won’t look the same and a 
different perspective is wonderful!.  I usually am going back to Bandera so I turn left at the 
cemetery in Center Point and drive until I get to Hwy 173.  I have been driving this road for 
many years and it never fails to inspire, to calm, and to center me.  Try it… I think you’ll like it! 
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We know that Samaritan’s Purse sponsors the 
Christmas Child Shoeboxes, but there is so much 
more that Samaritan’s Purse does and many more 
ways that you can help! 
Do you have someone on your Christmas list that 
is so hard to buy for?  What if you had a way to 
help others in remarkable ways while also giving a gift of joy to that hard to please 
person on your list?  There is just such a way and it’s so easy to do!  Do a Google 
search on Samaritan’s Purse Christmas Gift Catalog and you will see where to click 
for the gift catalog.  Some of the ways you can give are: feed a hungry baby, provide 
hot meals for a child, rescue children in crisis, care for an orphan, help a family sur-
vive a disaster, help put a stop to human trafficking, serve desperate refugees, feed a 
family, bring clean water to a community, blankets & bedding, send help to a mis-
sion hospital, restore sight to the blind, give a baby kit to help a pregnant young 
woman, disciple a child, and so many more!  Some cost just a few dollars while some 
are much more.  Isn’t this a better way to give a gift to someone you love instead of 
something they either don’t want or don’t need?  Opening a beautiful card telling 
them that you have done something so special in their honor is a great way to share 
Christmas joy. 

RAIL OFFERINGS & COMFORT FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 

 RAIL OFFERING PANTRY NEEDS 

NOVEMBER 

HUMANITARIAN  

RESPONSE TO 

UKRAINE 

Please put “982450” on 

checks 

Pancake Mix,  

Syrup,  

Applesauce,  

Coffee 

DECEMBER 

PASTOR’S                         

DISCRETIONARY 

FUND 

Sugar,  

Flour,  

Masa Harina,  

Pie Fillings 
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Things to improve  New things to do 

NOVEMBER NEWS 

Church-wide potluck on Sunday, 
November 23rd, after the church 
service.  This will be a time for 
the Gaddis church family to 

gather together for a special time. Please bring a delicious dish to 
share with others. 

DECEMBER NEWS 
Samaritan’s Purse sends gift-filled Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes to      

children in need around the world together with the message                                                 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

By filling ordinary shoeboxes full of toys and other fun items, you can be part of giving 
boys and girls what may be their first gift ever! Local churches in more than 100 nations 
hand out these  Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts at festive outreach events where 
the Gospel is presented in a child-friendly way. Each box bursting with items such as a  
soccer ball, doll, or stuffed animal becomes a tangible expression of God’s love to the 
child, their family, and their community.   

The easiest way to give a shoebox is to go to samaratianspurse.org, then to “What We Do” 
at the top of the page and go to Operation Christmas Child.  At the bottom of the page on 
the left side, there is a place to click “Build a Shoebox Online”.  It gives you options of 
what age child, boy or girl, and what you would like to give that child.  (There will also be 
a way to click on this on the Gaddis webpage, gaddischurch.org.   

If you don’t want to go the route of filling a shoebox, you may make monetary donations 
that go directly to Samaritan's Purse to help with ongoing projects and to help take care of 
the cost of sending the shoeboxes to the different countries.  

Information about Operation Christmas Child is on the table in the Narthex.  Please help a 
child experience a beautiful Christmas! 
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1st Sunday of Advent ~ November 30, 2025 
 Psalm 122 
The first candle is the HOPE candle.  Often purple, this candle is known as 
the Prophecy Candle.  It symbolizes the hope and anticipation of the coming 
Messiah, as foretold by the prophets in the Old Testament.  Lighting this can-
dle marks the beginning of the Advent season and encourages reflection on 
the hope that Jesus’ birth brings to the world. 
 
2nd Sunday of Advent ~ December 7, 2025 
 Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19 
The second candle is the PEACE candle.  Also purple, this candle is referred 
to as the Bethlehem Candle.  It represents the peace that Jesus’ birth brings to 
humanity.  The name serves as a reminder of the humble beginnings of the 
Savior in Bethlehem. 
 
3rd Sunday of Advent ~ December 14, 2025 
 Psalm 146: 5-10 
The third candle is the JOY candle.  This candle is pink and is known as the 
Shepherd’s Candle.  It is lit on Gaudete Sunday, a day of rejoicing during the 
Advent Season.  This candle symbolized the joy experienced by the shepherds 
upon hearing the news of Jesus’ birth. 
 
4th Sunday of Advent ~ December 21, 2025 
 Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19 
The fourth candle is the LOVE candle.  It is purple and called the Angel Can-
dle.  It symbolizes the love that God showed humanity through the gift of His 
son, Jesus Christ.  This candle reflects the message of love that the angels pro-
claimed at Christ’s birth. 
 
Christmas Eve ~ December 24, 2025 
 The fifth candle is the Christ Candle.  This is the central white candle that 
is lit of Christmas Eve.  It represents the arrival of Christ, symbolizing purity, 
light, and victory over sin and death.         

ADVENT 
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STAFF & COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Pastor Thomas Hankins  Community Awareness Nancy Martin 

Admin Assistant Amy Dee Hawley  Trustee Chair Bud Hughes 

Custodian Andrew Collins  Finance Chair Irene Morgan 

Council Chair Chuck Converse  Amy Dee Hawley 
Outreach/Missions   

SPRC Chair Julie Hughes  & Stacey West 

Lay Leader Teresa Chamberlain  Annual Conf. Delegate Chuck Converse 

Treasurer Bill Heckzo    
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Women’s Devotional Breakfast: The women of the church and friends come together 
for a delicious breakfast, devotionals, and fellowship.  The decorations for each month 
are stunning and bring a joy to the gathering.  Contact Jo Childers for a head count.  
(210) 317-4464  ~  first Saturday of each month 

TRUSTEE COMMITTEE: This committee gathers to discuss what is needed for the 
church buildings and grounds.  They are doing a fabulous job landscaping the area in 
front of the church office, moving the volleyball court, putting down a concrete slab for 
the BBQ pits.  Thank you!!! 

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST: The men of the church and friends get together for fel-
lowship, a delicious breakfast, a devotional, share prayer concerns, and enjoy the time 
together. If you would like to attend, please contact Bill Vernor so there will be plenty of 
food for everyone.(210) 831-1557 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE: This group of dedicated people work together to ensure 
community involvement, meeting the needs of the church, resource sharing and collab-
oration with other groups to broaden the scope of Gaddis.  “Gaddis Cares” is a new part 
of the Outreach Committee whose first focus is on helping the residents at Comfort 

LUNCH BUNCH: What a fun gathering!  Irene Morgan picks a great place to have lunch 
and catch up with friends and to make new ones.  Men & women are encouraged to at-
tend and enjoy a scrumptious meal.  Contact Irene to make a reservation for the meal.                                  
(210) 771-0139 

CHOIR PRACTICE: This has not started yet but hopefully soon.  In the past it has been 
every Wednesday evening at 6:00 PM in the Sanctuary.  Please continue to pray for a 
new pianist. 

ADMIN COUNCIL meets the third Sunday of each month after the church service and is 
made up of the chairs of all the committees.  Members are given updates of things go-
ing on the different committees.  The Council Chair moderates the meetings.  Anyone 
wishing to know more about the workings of the church is invited to attend. 
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NOVEMBER 
Thanksgiving Potluck ~ November 23 ~ Church members & friends 

Thanksgiving ~ November 27 ~ Office Closed 

DECEMBER 
Wednesday, Dec. 24 ~ Office closed at noon 

Thursday, Dec. 25 ~ Office closed 

Tuesday, Dec. 30 ~ Office closed at noon 

Wednesday, Dec. 31 ~ Office closed 

Thursday, Jan. 1 ~ Office closed 

HOLIDAY NEWS 

Adult Sunday 

School 

Each Sunday  

Morning 

9:00 

AM 
October 5, 12, 19, 26 

November 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, 

December 7, 14, 21, 28 
Worship 

Services 

Each Sunday  

Morning 

10:00 

AM 

Coffee & Jesus 
First & Third 

Wednesday 

9:00 

AM 

October 1 & 15, 

November 5 & 19, 

December 3 & 17 

Women’s  

Breakfast 
First Saturday 

9:00 

AM 

October 4, 

November 1, 

December 6 

Trustee Meeting First Sunday 
After 

church 

October 5, 

November 2, 

December 7 

Men’s Breakfast 

Second & 

Fourth  

Tuesday 

7:30 

AM 

October 14 & 28, 

November 11 & 25, 

December 9  

Outreach  

Committee 

Second  

Tuesday 

10:00 

AM 

October 14, 

November 11, 

December 9 

Lunch Bunch Third Tuesday 
11:30 

AM 

Will not meet again until                         

January20th  

Admin Council Third Sunday 
After 

church 

October 19, 

November 16, 

December 21 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
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141 Hwy 87 ~ P.O. Box 566 

Comfort, TX   78013 
(830) 995-3813 

www.gaddidschurch.org 
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The Gaddis United Methodist Church monthly newsletter is EMAILED each month.  To be      
added to the email list, please notify the church office either by phone, (830) 995-3813,                       

or by email, gaddischurch@gmail.com.  The deadline is the 20th of each month.   

INVITATION 
       At Gaddis our regular schedule is one service at 10:00 am. We play your hymnal favorites 
with a few newer pieces of music when appropriate to the message.  All of our songs and mes-
sages are designed to enhance your worship experience. Come, join us each Sunday for a 
warm, spiritual gathering of down-home friendly folks.  Everyone is welcome. 
 Each Sunday service is live streamed.  To watch, go to the Gaddis website and click on the 
link at the top left side of the homepage.  Website: www.gaddischurch.org  

Oct., Nov., Dec. 2025 


